Minutes

City of Simonton — Special City Council Meeting

September 9, 2025

This is a true and correct copy of the Minutes of The City of Simonton Special City Council
Meeting held on September 9, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

1.

Call to Order 6:57 p.m.
A quorurm was present-with the following City Council members in attendance: Laurie

- Boudreaux, Justin Boudreau, Eric Duhon, Angela King, Kelli Carlson, and Andrew

Perry.

City Staff Present:

Cheyenne Graham, City Secretary
Julie Watts, City Finance

Public Present: Courtney Cox

Invocation and Pledge (done in Budget Workshop)

Public Comment
Courtney Cox SB 1851 — states.that the City is not following what the state bill says. And
the council has been given inaccurate information about the budget and about

“encumbered funds for streets that have already been approved, and nothing has been

done.

New Business

a. Consider and take action to propose Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Voter Approval tax Rate
0f 0.281183
Motion made by Kelli Matula second by Andrew Perry
Discussion by Andrew Perry states that by speaking to legal counsel there have not

- been any rules set for the state bill, and the attorney has stated that the city can
approve the tax rate and if need be, we can amend the budget later. _
Eric Duhon states that in his opinion $12,000 is not worth pushing the legislature,
- and he alsodoesn t think that the residents will appreciate a tax increase, he believes

that the .27 tax rate is fine.
Angela King thinks the battom line is she thinks that they should be safe rather than
SOFrry.
Record Vote:
Kelli Matula - Aye
Andrew Perry - Aye
Justin Boudreau - Aye
Angela King - Noe



LEric Duhon — Noe
Motion Passes

Consider and Take Action to Pre-Approve Legal Expenses for Julie Watts.
Councilmember Carlson requested to know what the reason was for the request to
come to the District Attorneys office, Waits responded that she is not privileged to
give that information.

Motion by Eric Duhon to approve the $1600 to be paid upon an invoice being
received from her attorney. No second. Motion dies for lack of a second.

Eric states that it needs to be thought about because it s her today and it is us
tomorrow, any of council can receive a subpoena. Phil says that he cannot represent
us, only give us advice. There is discussion about the difference between when Phil
can represent council or employees and when he cannot.

Kelli Carlson, request to know if she was being asked to go to the DA as an employee
of The City of Simonton, Watts stated that is correct. There is discussion about why
Phil can 't represent her then.

Motion made by Kelli Carlson that the City of Simonton does not pay for the attorney

fees for Julie Watts. No Second. Motion dies for lack of a second,

Angela King would like to amend the motion to be “to check with Olson and Olson
and see if they are able to represent her before we decide if the City will pay for the
ﬁes »

Angela King makes a motion to deny payment until we affirm representation from
Olson and Olson. No second. Motion dies lack of a second.

No action taken.

5. Adjournment at 7:27 p.m.
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Laurie Boudreaux, Mayor

Graham, City Secretary



